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Friday, July 24, 2020  

 

 

To all members and friends of the congregation of 

St. George’s Place du Canada, 
 

 

It has been several weeks now since I have written a letter to the 

congregation, because with the summer being here, it seems that we have fallen 

into a slower routine, and there are many fewer changes that we are 

experiencing.  I sincerely hope that everyone remains well, and that they are 

continuing to take care of themselves.  This pandemic has been going on a bit 

longer than I think people might have been initially prepared for, and I also 

think we are getting used to the idea that it might be going on longer still than 

we might hope. 

 

With that in mind, the leadership team continues to try to think about 

how we might get back into our church for worship.  It seems, on the surface of 

it, that the dates set by the diocese for re-opening remain in place, so in some 

way we can expect to have services on the weekend of September 6, 2020.  Of 

course, the situation with the number of cases in Montreal will need to be stable, 

and I think none of us can predict what our public health authorities will be 

requiring by early September, or for that matter, how each of us, as individuals 

will think about returning at that time.  However, we can assure you that 

however, and whenever we re-open for in person worship, we will continue to 

offer Zoom services to those who are unwilling to take on the risk of an in-

person gathering.  I expect this to continue for some time, perhaps until there is 

a vaccine safely administered. 

 

With that in mind, we have prepared a very simple survey that we are 

planning to send out, simply to gauge how many people are planning to return 

to in person worship, and at what stage.  We have decided to send it out a bit 

later in August, so more of us will be better able to decide how we feel about 

the health risks, in our return.  The results we receive will help us all make plans.  

It is a simple survey, which will take less than two minutes to fill out online, 

and it will go out on paper to those who are not receiving this by email.  So 

please look for it, it will come after August 7th. We are hoping that people will 

return their answers by August 16 or so.   Rev. Debbie and I will be going into 

the church on August 17-18 to mark out places and to move things around, to 

make our space ready for the return.  We will also be preparing an instruction 

sheet so that congregation members will know what to expect, and how to take 

their places, before they show up for church.  When the time comes, careful and 

orderly practices will need to be in place, so that we can assure each other that 

everything is safe for everyone who comes.  Despite the new regulations that 

suggest that up to 250 people can meet together, the restrictions for distancing 

will be our first priority, and I expect many fewer than 250 will be able to fit on 

St. Georges, with proper distancing in place. 
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Again, thinking about September, I am very pleased to announce that 

we are being entrusted with a senior theology student, who will be completing 

his senior year placement with us for the 2020-21 school year.  His name is Ben 

Stuchbery, and I have been told that many of you will have met him, as he and 

his brother Johnathan worked as vergers several summers ago.  I don’t think 
that I will be speaking out of turn as I also tell you that he and his wife Erica 

were blessed with a new baby this summer, and if we are lucky, we will also 

meet Ben’s growing family when he comes to be with us.  In the meantime, let 

us keep his young son Charlie in our prayers as he spends the summer 

concentrating on his current job which is “growing up too fast”.  Congrats to 
Ben and Erica, and we can’t wait till you are serving and worshipping with us 

later in September!  Over the next few weeks I will be assembling the usual 

student support group for Ben, and many of you will probably have done this 

before with previous students.  If any of you are interested, please let me, or 

Carole know, and we will be putting a team together later in August. 

 

How many of you know that we have a notable anniversary coming up?  

Some time ago I was told that on October 9th this year we will mark 150 years 

of St. George’s opening service, meaning that the church will be 150 years old 

on that date. (The congregation, however, is a little older, it was established in 

1843, and originally met in a church on Notre Dame St., in what we now call 

Old Montreal.) We will mark the beginning of this anniversary year with a 

special thanksgiving service on Sunday, October 11, 2020, which also happens 

to be Thanksgiving.  I am pleased to report that we will also be honoured to 

have Archbishop Linda Nicholls, The Primate of all Canada, preaching for us 

on Zoom that Sunday, and we are also brewing up some other special 

presentations for the occasion.  Let the worship team know if you have any other 

ideas for the day, but know also, that we very well may be able to stretch out 

this celebration over the year, and if and when we get back to worshipping 

together, we may well have other ways to celebrate our gorgeous building.  But 

for that we will have to wait and see.  This pandemic sure makes planning 

challenging! 

 

In other news, we continue to plan with our partners, Quo Vadis, and 

progress continues to be made.  Building plans may still be in the very initial 

stages, but we have begun to try to imagine how the lower floors of the new 

building might be arranged, and what we will need in place for the ministries 

we are planning, and it is very exciting!  We believe that there will need to be 

another meeting later in August, where more plans are discussed, but a firm date 

has not yet been established.  Nevertheless, I can report that the corporation is 

very pleased with the development as it is being worked out. 
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Finally, as you know, the drop-in centre has been closed for more than 

four months now, and despite the fact that we have made good use of the 

building to serve the homeless by partnering with the city of Montreal to share 

our space, we have not yet found a way to continue to serve this vulnerable 

population with the food that Kosala has been so famous for!   I am now happy 

to report that in the last week we have been in conversation with La Tablée des 

chefs, and we have decided to form a small team partnership to prepare some 

lunches to take out into the street, for two meals a week, Tuesday and Thursday 

at lunch time.  La Tablée des chefs will provide the food, and St. George’s is 
providing the space, all the packaging, and most of the volunteers, to make this 

project come alive.  We are starting out modestly, but there will be volunteer 

opportunities coming soon, both for preparing food and for taking it out to the 

street.  For safety reasons we are keeping the teams small and keeping all the 

precautions that will make this project safe for every volunteer. So, let Carole 

know if you can help by email or phone, and our organizers, Caitlan and Tracy 

will get in touch with you to put you on the schedule.   Volunteer screening will 

be in place, and masks and gloves will be required, but our guests will greatly 

appreciate the care and concern we will provide.  

 

Anyways, to finish off, I want to tell you that I am going to be away 

from Sunday August 2 returning Sunday 16 August, and I will be spending at 

least some of that time camping in Quebec, near the border with New 

Brunswick. I will be back in the city for a couple of days and then visiting my 

son’s family to celebrate my grandson’s 2nd birthday on the 14th of August.  It 

will be an outside affair, but we hope it is sunny and welcoming for the family 

who are gathering there.  

 

So I wish you well, and that you continue to have a safe and healthy 

summer.  Keep me in your prayers as I get away, as I will pray for you and your 

families as well.  Let us keep the faith for each other!  

 

    In Christ 

 

Karen+ 

 

Trust in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord God you have an everlasting rock! 

Isaiah 26:4 
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