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Friday, May 28, 2021 

 

To all members and friends of the congregation of St. George’s Place du Canada, 
 

 

 During the Easter season, we read long portions of the book of Acts, where 

we learn about the fledgling church, and its efforts to live into and become the 

community of Christ that Jesus had imagined when he walked amongst them.   One 

of the things we do know, is that over those initial months and years, they committed, 

again and again to gather together, to “Continue steadfastly in the apostles teaching 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers”.  Over the past 18 

months I believe that we have been faithful to that call,  and I think we are all aware 

of how these months have shaped us and changed us, making us more 

compassionate, more faithful, and more open to the contribution of others in our 

community. Jesus may not have anticipated our exact response to this pandemic, 

that’s for sure, but I continue to believe that the Trinitarian God is present with us 

as we pray together in every one of our gatherings, and God hears our prayers for 

this community and for the world.  May our hearts continue to be changed by this 

time. 

 I am also aware, as are you all, that the news about Covid 19 and Quebec’s 
vaccination program continues to improve, and that our case rate and vaccination 

rates are both heading in incredibly positive directions.  (both down and up!) I am 

pleased with all the good news, as are we all, and inevitably our minds turn to the 

question of our re-opening plans.  It feels almost too good to be true.   

 With this in mind, I met this week with a combination of clergy, our worship 

team and some corporation members to discuss how people were feeling about the 

possibility of reopening over the summer, rather than waiting till the fall, as we 

initially had expected.  There were many sentiments expressed, some were held 

widely, and there were some differences of opinion. Overall, we came to the 

following conclusions: 

• We felt that the best plan at this time, would be to do our best to move 

together as a congregation, from everyone on Zoom, to most 

everyone in person. 

• We felt that we could continue to do a zoom service for those who 

were still unwilling to come, or who were shut in.  This would 

probably have to be at a different time, due to a limited number of 

worship leaders, and be a somewhat simpler service with fewer 

participants. 

• We felt that, to start with, one 10:30 in person service would be the 

best. 

But this still left us with several questions, and just about as many unknowns as 

knowns.  For example, 

• We are somewhat uncertain about what we will be allowed to do 

about numbers, though it seems that the most likely guideline will 

be a maximum of 100, with distancing, something we could 

accommodate at St. George’s.   
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• We know that we will be able to provide organ music, and perhaps 

even a vocalist or two, but we are not in any way certain when we 

will be allowed to return to congregational singing, which may not 

be permitted until well into the fall, even if everything goes really 

well. 

• It seems unlikely that we will be able to have a regular kind of coffee 

hour at least for now. 

There are of course, other considerations, not least of which will be the availability 

of clergy worship leaders over the summer, due to retirement and vacations are being 

planned, and the inevitability of congregation members also being away for their 

vacations, or at their cottages. 

 With all this in mind, we did not yet come to a conclusion about the best 

possible re-opening date, or plan.  In fact, we decided that we need to have more 

information, and with this in mind Debbie has developed another short survey to 

find out what your own preferences are, and what your sense is about what you will 

be willing to do.  It is all online, and if you click on the link below you will be able 

to fill out the survey, which should take less than a minute or two to complete. 

https://forms.gle/JzNPfCWi2AiqSAhL9 

We really appreciate your participation in this survey.  We are planning to meet 

again on Friday, June 4, and it would be very helpful if you could do the survey 

before that date.    If there is one thing I have learned over the last 18 months it is 

that it is hard to plan ahead when there are so many unknowns, and we know that it 

is as true for you as an individual, as it is for the congregation as a whole, but we 

still expect that this survey will go a long way to help us plan an opening date, and 

a plan of action for the worship we share together.  

 On another note, I am touched by the many people who have reached out to 

me to offer their thanks and best wishes as I prepare to leave for my retirement.  I 

really appreciate all the prayers and encouragement.  I also know that my decision 

has led to a lot of disappointment, and I continue to regret what this means for your 

plans together as a congregation.  Please know this,  that I certainly did not expect 

that my time at St. Georges would be so short, but it was with considerable sadness 

that I decided that it would be best for my health, both physical and mental, to leave 

at this point.  My sincerest hope and prayer is that you will quickly find a new rector, 

who will faithfully lead you during this time of transition into the post-Covid era.  

In the meantime, know that I have appreciated being with you in this challenging 

time, and I have been blessed to work together with such creative, and faithful 

disciples of Jesus.   Know you are and will always be in my ongoing prayers.   

Sincerely, and in Christ 

     Karen 

“Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore, let us keep the feast” 1 

Cor. 5:7-8 
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